
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Variations on “Geneva” Georg Böhm 

* HYMN 8 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  Truro  

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 85): 

Leader:  Let us hear what God will speak, for God will speak peace to  
  the people 

People: Surely salvation is at hand for those who fear him 

Leader:  Faithfulness will spring up from the ground 

People:  Righteousness will look down from the sky 

Leader:  God will give what is good 

People:  Righteousness will go before the Lord! 

INTROIT  Richard Proulx 
 Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight his paths. Rejoice, the Lord is at hand! 
   LUKE 3:4  
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of glory, you call on us to prepare the way for the birth of Jesus 
by helping to make smooth the rough places in people's lives.  Help 
us prepare the way for Jesus by being agents of comfort and mercy.  
We confess that too often we spend more time making preparations 
for our own pleasure than preparing for Jesus to be born anew in our 
hearts and lives - in our families, our communities, our nation.  Help 
us to prepare ourselves faithfully to receive the Christ-child, for it is 
in his name that we find our eternal hope, and it is in his name that 
we pray to you.   

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   
                           Paul, Janice, Christian, and Gabriella Piergentile 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
 the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
 sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
 he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 



 

 

 Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISMS OF BEYLA SCHWEIZER AND  
NOLAN SCHWEIZER 

PRAYER 

 Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
 ... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory forever. 

 People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
 renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, and to serve 
you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Mark 1:1-8 

* HYMN 3 Comfort, Comfort You My People  Psalm 42 

SECOND LESSON Isaiah 40:1-11 

SERMON                              “The Voice”           Rev. Richard S. Hong 



  

 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY Virga Jesse Anton Bruckner 

Virga Jesse floruit: Virgo Deum et hominem genuit: pacem Deus reddidit, in 
se reconcilians ima summis. Alleluja. 

The rod of Jesse hath blossomed: a Virgin hath brought forth God and man: God hath 
restored peace, reconciling in Himself the lowest with the highest. Alleluia. 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Eternal and ever-living God...    

    . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name. 

SANCTUS 568 (choir and congregation)                                         Weaver 

Pastor: Holy God, in Your mercy . . . 

   . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pastor: We take this bread and wine and joyfully celebrate this  
Holy Sacrament. ...  And now, with the confidence of  
the children of God, let us pray: 



 

 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.  —Revelation 3:20 

All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are invited to  
participate in this celebration. 

BREAD: To be taken individually, symbolic of your personal  
commitment to God through Jesus Christ.  

CUP: Please wait until all are served, symbolic of your  
corporate belonging together in the body of Christ.   
Grape juice is the fruit of the vine used in our  
celebration of the sacrament. 

COMMUNION He Shall Feed His Flock/Come Unto Him (Messiah)    
 EMILY MCSPADDEN, MEZZO; SANDRA RUGGLES, SOPRANO       Handel 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 423 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun  Duke Street 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE          Hark a Thrilling Voice is Calling            Gerald Near 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Mark 1:1-8 (NRSV) 
 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. 2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way; 
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  
 
Isaiah 40:1-11 (NRSV) 
 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly 
to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her 
penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for 
all her sins. 
 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley 
shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then 
the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6A voice says,  
“Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their 
constancy is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower 
fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are 
grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will 
stand forever. 
 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good 
tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good 
tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the 
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice  
of a gift book. We have Welcome Bags for children, too.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Ray Fields, Captain 
   Norma Francis      Joanna O’Donovan      Beverly Rhinehart     Audrey Svensson  
   
Today’s Communion Servers are:  
   Nelson Baez                   Richard Bennett   Jackie Jenoure  
   David Johnson         Thierry Vodounou  Ron Wittreich  
 
Today we are pleased to celebrate the Baptisms of Beyla Schweizer and 
Nolan Schweizer, the children of David and Caridad (Cary) Schweizer.   
Beyla was born on 12/27/2007 in Ridgewood, NJ and Nolan was born on 
1/22/2013 in Englewood, NJ. 
 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Kenneth Stevens. A member of First 
Presbyterian Church since 1969, Ken has always been active in the life of  
the church serving as Deacon, Trustee, and Elder at various times. Presently 
he serves as an usher captain and is a member of the Worship & Music 
committee, activities in which he has been involved for many years. Since 
2004 Ken has served as manager-coordinator for the weddings at First 
Presbyterian. A graduate of the US Merchant Marine Academy at Kings  
Point, NY, he has made 10 around the world voyages as a mariner, and is  
a retired trampship cargo broker. 

God!” 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for 
him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will 
feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and 
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 




